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MAP:
This map is provided for you by the Hahns 
Peak/Bears Ears Ranger District of the 
Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, the 
Moffat County Tourism Association and 
the Northwest Colorado Snowmobile Club.  
This map is intended for the enjoyment and 
safety of the user.
This map may be downloaded to your electron-
ic device using the QR code on the map.  For 
georeferencing capability the free app Avenza 
Maps must be used.

LOCATION:
The Northwest Colorado Snowmobile trail 
system is located in the Hahns Peak/Bears 
Ears Ranger District of the Medicine Bow-Routt 
National Forest. Three trailheads provide park-
ing and access to the trail system and all three 
trailheads are 1 to 2 miles east of Colorado 
Highway 13, and 10, 11 and 25 miles north of 
Craig, Colorado.  The maintained trails lead into 
the Black Mountain and California Park areas of 
the Elkhead Mountain range.

AREA DESCRIPTION:
Trail elevations range from approximately 7000 
to over 10,000 feet, with snow depths of 4 to 
10 feet from late December through April. The 
area has a wide variety of terrain and scenery, 
including steep mountains, stands of Spruce, 
Fir and Aspen trees, scenic overlook points of 
the Yampa Valley and mountainous terrain.  At 
the lower elevations, the trails pass through 
many large open parks and meadows, and over 
gently rolling hills. Most wildlife is located be-
low the 8,000 feet elevation during the winter 
months. Elk, deer and antelope can often be 
seen in the fields along CO HWY 13 and the 
country leading to the trailheads. Portions of 
the trail system pass through private lands. 
Please respect private property rights and stay 
on the groomed trails in these areas.

TRAILS:
The trail system is marked and maintained by 
volunteers from the NORTHWEST COLORA-
DO SNOWMOBILE CLUB.  Funds for equip-
ment, fuel and signage come from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife through snowmobile 
registration.  The trail system offers excellent 
snowmobiling opportunities for riders of all 
ages, from beginner to expert. Approximately 
111 miles of trails are maintained on county 
roads and forest routes.  Trails are well marked 
and cleared, and “YOU ARE HERE” signs are 
located at trail intersections for rider reassur-
ance. On the map, trails considered 
to be “Advanced Riders” are 
identified as red-black dashed lines 
and trails subject to adverse wind 
conditions that may cause white-out 
conditions are identified with green-
black dashed lines. However, chang-
ing weather conditions such as heavy 
and sudden snowfall, wind and drift-
ing snow can temporarily increase 
the difficulty of even the best trails, 
and we urge all riders to constantly 
exercise caution when riding mountain terrain.

A1(Black Mountain Trail) – The heart of 
the trail system is the A1 trail on the Black 
Mountain Road, extending nearly 24 miles from 
Little Bear Creek, Northeast, to Slater Creek, 
with several intersections providing access to 
other riding areas. From Slater Creek, Trail D1 
(California-Slater Park Trail) leads 16 miles 
East and South through Slater and California 
Parks. Trails E2 (Circle Creek Trail) and E1 
(Bears Ears Trail) lead from California Park 
back to A1 south of Lost Park Ranger Station. 
Riders wishing to make this long loop should al-
ways take extra fuel and be advised of current 
weather conditions and forecasts.

A2 (Little Bear trail) a short trail leading to 
an open riding area. An unmarked trail contin-
ues to the “Slim Jim” area at Taylor Creek and 
beyond to the Falls Creek trail.

A3 (West Prong Trail) leads to the West 
Prong drainage area with play areas along the 
way.  At the end of the groomed trail, an un-
marked forest route continues to the Forest 
Service 1144 trail, also unmarked and requires 
advanced riding, which leads north west to the 
Willow Creek Trail.

B1 (Freeman Reservoir Trail) 
begins at the Freeman Trailhead and 
goes north and east meeting trails 
B2 (Fortification Trail) and B3 
(Falls Creek Trail) north of the 
Freeman Reservoir.

B2 (Fortification Trail) leads north 
from the B1-B2-B3 intersection to 
Fern Park where it meets trails C3 
(Fern Park Trail) and C5 (Fern 
Park/Willow Creek Connector 

Trail) passing by the Fortification Headwaters 
trail exit, C2 (Willow Creek Trail).

B3 (Falls Creek Trail) goes east from B1-
B2-B3 intersection passing by the “Slim Jim” 
area at Taylor Creek and then intersect with the 
A1 Trail (Black Mountain Trail) system.

C1 (Wilderness Ranch Trail) begins at the 
Wilderness Ranch Trailhead, 25 miles North of 
Craig.  Heading east it winds its way through 
private properties. This trail allows one to ac-
cess trail C3 (Fern Park Trail) or continue on 
through Wilderness Ranch and connect to trail 
C4 (Slater Creek)

C3 (Fern Park Trail) runs south from the C1 
trail onto Forest Service lands and connects to 
the “B” trail system, out of the Freeman trail-
head, in Fern Park.

C2 (Willow Creek Trail) provides the rid-
er with access to the Willow Creek and Black 
Mountain areas and provide access to excellent 
play and scenic areas. Expect to find oneself in 
good powder riding with good areas to explore 
for the adventurous, just off the trail.

C5 (Fern Park/Willow Creek Connector 
Trail) connects the B2/C3 trails with the C2 
trail forming a loop trail.

C6 (Alternate Trail) is an alternate trail with-
in the C2 trail.

C4 (Slater Creek Trail) is a connecting trail 
going up the Slater Creek Canyon to trails A1 
and D1.  Early winter and late spring may find 
this segment of the trail devoid of snow. The 
sun elevates temperatures in the canyon and 
melts the snow, so one may have to backtrack 
on either C1 or A1 trail.

D1 (California – Slater Park Trail) winds 
through the California Park and Slater Park 
areas and is accessed by the E2 trail from the 
west or by the A1 trail from the south. Vast 
areas are available for any type of riding and 
for any skill level of rider. Weather condi-
tions must always be a concern as high 
wind conditions and blowing snow, causing 
whiteout conditions, may be encountered. This 
trail provides an opportunity to view many 
scenic landmarks such as Sawtooth Peak, 
Columbus Mountain, Slater Peaks, Sugar Loaf, 
Saddle Mountain, and Meaden Peaks. This trail 
intersects the Steamboat Lake trail system at 
FDR 42 (point 15), just before entering Slater 

Park from the South or California Park from the 
North.

E1 (Bears Ears Trail) – From its intersection 
with the A1 Trail (Black Mountain Trail), this 
trail passes through the historic “Sunday Burn” 
fire of 1962, and provides an excellent view 
of the north side of the Bears Ears Peaks, for 
which part of this Ranger District is named. In-
tersecting trails make possible several different 
loop rides into the California Park and Grizzly 
Park areas.  This is a great trail for working the 
trees and finding good powder riding as one 
works his way along the ridges.

E2 (Circle Creek Trail) is an extension of the 
E1 trail which is a scenic ride through Aspen 
and Pine growth, opening up into California 
Park and connecting to the D1 trail forming 
a loop which will return you to the A1 trail 
(Black Mountain Trail).

E3 (Grizzly Park) is a short trail leading the 
snowmobiler to Grizzly Park for great open park 
riding. This also gives one access to the Doug-
las Creek drainage for excellent snowmobiling 
with some hill climbing opportunities and plenty 
of powder snow.

E4 (Bears Ears Trail) is a short trail leading 
to a scenic overlook and unmarked trails.

SNOWMOBILE SAFETY TIPS
1. Never travel alone.
2. Tell someone your destination, route, and  

when you plan to return.
3. Don’t drink and ride.
4. Slow down, especially at night.
5. Keep to the right when trail riding.
6. Watch for skiers, snowshoers and         

dogsleds.
7. Use caution when crossing lakes and 

streams.
8. Dress appropriately and wear a helmet.
9. Respect private property.
10. Be familiar with your snowmobiles-carry 

extra sparkplugs, drive belts, tool kits and  
a tow rope.

11. Carry a survival kit with maps,              
compass, flashlight, extra food and      
clothing, sunglasses, first aid kit, pock-
et knife, waterproof matches, candles 
or other fire starters, space blanket and 
folding saw.

12. Watch for trail grooming equipment. 
When trying to pass or approaching, stay 
back from the groomer until one receives 
a    signal from the trail groomer to pass.

IN EMERGENCY CALL 911
MOFFAT COUNTY SHERIFF – CRAIG, CO
 (970) 824-6501
ROUTT COUNTY SHERIFF – STEAMBOAT  
SPRINGS, CO   (970) 879-1090

These marked and groomed trails 
are a product of snowmobile                          

registration and volunteers. Do your 
part and register your snowmobile(s) 
with the Colorado Parks and Wildlife.

REMEMBER: TREAD LIGHTLY and IF YOU CAN 
CARRY IT IN, YOU CAN CARRY IT OUT.

Thank you for your commitment to 
safety and the sport of snowmobiling!

Northwest Colorado Snowmobile Club
PO Box 3

Craig, CO 81626
An equal opportunity service provider 

and a permittee of the Medicine Bow/
Routt National Forest
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Grooming, (111 one way miles) Trail marking and maintenance provided by Northwest
Colorado Snowmobile Club.  Not all groomed routes will be groomed on a regular basis.
Travel at your own risk.

For most current grooming information go to:  http://northwestcoloradosnowmobileclub.org/
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Marked Only/Advanced Rider

Groomed Snowmobile Route

Trail DesignatorA1

Avalanche Information Website: http://avalanche.state.co.us/

County Road

High Winds and/or Whiteout
Conditions Possible

2018

NOWECOS is an authorized permittee of the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests

# Name Latitude Longitude Altitude

14 E2 - D1 Intersection 40° 45' 18" 107° 08' 02" 7,937'
15 California-Slater Park Divide 40° 48' 34" 107° 07' 27" 8,439'
16 A1 - D1 - C4 Intersection 40° 51' 13" 107° 17' 23" 7,623'
17 Lost Park Ranger Station 40° 47' 46" 107° 17' 11" 9,170'
18 Freeman Forest Gate 40° 46' 01" 107° 25' 48" 8,722'
19 B1 - B2 - B3 Intersection 40° 46' 34" 107° 25' 10" 9,170'
20 B2 - C2 Intersection 40° 47' 40" 107° 25' 36" 9,250'
21 Fortification Headwater 40° 47' 36" 107° 24' 05" 10,069'
22 B2 - C3 - C5 Intersection 40° 48' 26" 107° 25' 23" 9,532'
23 End of grooming C2 Trail 40° 48' 00" 107° 24' 18" 10,102'
24 C2 - C5 Intersection 40° 48' 43" 107° 24' 34" 9,934'
25 C2 - C6 Intersection (West) 40° 48' 49" 107° 24' 26" 9,937'
26 C2 - C6 Intersection (East) 40° 48' 57" 107° 23' 48" 9,765'
27 C2 - C3 Intersection 40° 50' 23" 107° 25' 32" 9,043'
28 C1 - C3 Intersection 40° 51' 00" 107° 26' 48" 8,410'
29 C1 - C4 Intersection / Public Access 40° 55' 34" 107° 22' 30" 6,738'

Lat / Long Coordinates in Degrees / Minutes / Seconds, NAD83, Altitude in Feet

# Name Latitude Longitude Altitude

1 Black Mtn Trailhead 40° 41' 24" 107° 26' 03" 6,650'
2 Freeman Trailhead 40° 41' 37" 107° 27' 48" 6,653'
3 Wilderness Trailhead 40° 50' 07" 107° 31' 12" 7,305'
4 McInturf Mesa 40° 42' 41" 107° 23' 32" 8,020'
5 Forest Boundary 40° 43' 47" 107° 22' 18" 8,522'
6 A1 - B3 Intersection 40° 44' 08" 107° 22' 22" 8,680'
7 Little Bear Trail Turnoff 40° 45' 58" 107° 21' 09" 9,657'

7A End of grooming Little Bear Trail 40° 46' 14" 107° 22' 26" 9,657'
8 Turnoff to Sawmill Campground 40° 45' 52" 107° 19' 37" 10,012'
9 West Prong Trail Turnoff 40° 46' 11" 107° 19' 06" 9,748'

9A End of grooming West Prong Trail 40° 47' 35" 107° 19' 53" 9,298'
10 A1 - E1 Intersection 40° 46' 55" 107° 17' 24" 9,142'
11 Bears Ears Trail Turnoff 40° 47' 21" 107° 15' 47" 9,714'
11A End of grooming Bears Ears Trail 40° 46' 53" 107° 15' 52" 9,872'
12 E1 - E2 - E3 Intersection 40° 46' 17" 107° 13' 20" 8,989'
13 End of grooming Grizzly Park Trail 40° 47' 18" 107° 13' 08" 8,730'

Lat / Long Coordinates in Degrees / Minutes / Seconds, NAD83, Altitude in Feet

Get this map
on your phone!
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